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Of the many local varieties of cloth made in England,
that which derived its name from the village of Worsted
in Norfolk was, on the
whole,    the   most   im-
portant.   We have seen
that by the end of the
thirteenth century wor-
sted weaving was well
established in   Norfolk,
and particularly in Nor-
wich, and that worsted
serges   and   says   were
articles of export, while
a    century    later    the
forms   in   ^vhich   these
cloths   were   made   up
\vcrc very varied.    Nor-
\vich continued to hold
the monopoly of search-
ing   and   sealing   wor-
steds,   wherever  made,
until   1523,   when   the
industry had grown, to
such an extent in Yar-
mouth that the weavers
of    that     to\vn    were
licensed    to    elect    a.
"warden of  their own to  seal  their cloth;   the same
privilege was granted to  Lynn, provided  there were
at least ten householders exercising the trade there ;
tut in all cases the cloths were to be shorn,  dyed,
coloured, and calendered in Norwich.1   When the art of
1 Statutes, 14-15 Hen. VIII.
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